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MATT DICKINSON 
Award winning author and Everest Summiteer 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt Dickinson asked for a pair of mountain boots for his tenth birthday and has never looked back! 

In his thrilling presentations he introduces us to his life of adventure as an award winning Director/Cameraman 

for National Geographic TV, Discovery Channel and the BBC. During his action-packed career he has worked with 

some of the great characters from the world of adventure: Bear Grylls, Judy Leden and Brian Blessed. He has 

filmed on Everest’s summit (the first British film maker to do so and get back alive), in Antarctica, Greenland, 

Alaska and on top of the highest live volcano in the world. 

 

Matt’s books for children and teens include the Carnegie-nominated The Everest Files trilogy, the Mortal Chaos 
series, and the award-winning thriller, Lie, Kill, Walk Away. 
 
Matt visits over 100 schools a year in the UK & worldwide, tailoring his presentations to both primary and 

secondary level. He will take children on a breath-taking audio visual tour of discovery to lands of ice and fire. 

Avalanches, killer icebergs and volcanoes guaranteed! A must-see event for future adventurers of all ages, from 

junior school children to sixth formers. Stunning pictures and video clips accompany his talks, including brand-

new footage from his expedition to Everest in 2017. 

 

EVEREST AND BEYOND (a talk for all ages: primary and secondary) 
This is a flagship event, often a whole year group or entire school. Matt shows dramatic images from Everest, 
Antarctica, Africa, Central Asia and the Arctic, bringing his intrepid adventures alive. Matt will share how these 
experiences have inspired his writing as he reads exciting extracts from The Everest Files trilogy, the Mortal Chaos 
series and Lie, Kill, Walk Away.  A quick fire Q & A session rounds off the talk and gives the audience the chance 
to ask those burning questions. 
 
GREAT WOMEN EXPLORERS (a talk for all ages: primary and secondary) 
Matt can also focus his talk on the inspirational female explorers he has made documentaries about: Judy Leden 
who broke the world hang-gliding altitude record; Chantal Mauduit, the first to summit an unclimbed Antarctic 
peak. Matt will also recount the epic journeys he has made in the footsteps of women adventurers: through 
steamy jungles of West Africa on the trail of Mary Kingsley, and recreating Isobel Hutchinson’s expedition 
through frozen regions of the Yukon and Alaska. 
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Take the EVEREST READING CHALLENGE! 

Several thousand children already have! Alongside reading Matt’s book, 

The Everest Files, children climb the mountain, completing a series of cross-

curricular research tasks on the way; with creative writing, geography, 

science, history, art all part of the mix. 

The colourful, interactive Reading Challenge poster will be personalised with 

your school logo, and you are welcome to contact Matt’s publicist for an 

Information Pack. Ask too about the special discounts available for whole 

year/class/half class copies of the book:  lorna@v-publishing.co.uk 

 

CONTENT OF MATT’S WORKSHOP SESSIONS 

 

Matt leads a range of tailored highly-interactive writing workshops to class-sized, or larger, groups, using film clips 
and stunning photographs. Creative/non-fiction choices include: 
 
WHAT’S YOUR EVEREST? (all ages) 
This session is a fun way to get pupils thinking creatively and works well with even reluctant writers. Pupils are set 
challenges such as: 'If you went to Everest what are things you would miss the most?' and 'Choose a fictional tent 
buddy to go to Everest with from a book or a film’. Using video and photographs as a starting point, Matt gets the 
children to imagine being lost in a storm on Everest, and to describe the experience in a vivid, compelling way. 
 
BOTH SIDES OF THE STORY (all ages) 
Issues abound on Everest! Moral, cultural and environmental. Using newspaper headlines as a starting point, 
Matt encourages pupils to debate the issues for and against, with questions such as: Should Everest be closed to 
climbers? Should an eleven year old be allowed to try and reach the top? Is it right that local Sherpas risk their 
lives to help Westerners to summit?  What about the rubbish that has been left behind? 
Older children write a balanced argument and draw their own conclusions. 
 
CONFLICT IN STORIES (year 6+) 
All stories must have conflict! Matt explores both internal and external, with character versus 
nature/character/society drawn from well-known books and films. 
 
VICTIMS (year 6+) 
Harry Potter, Katniss Everdeen, Luke Skywalker… Matt discusses why all great stories need a victim we can root 
for. Pupils create a victim of their own and write a short story showing how they get out of their dilemma!  
 
MEET THE AUTHOR (all ages) 

Matt reads from his books and talks about what inspired them, making links to his films. He can chat with the 

pupils about the books they are reading and look at common themes. Keen writers can share their story ideas and 

get feedback. 

 

All Matt’s books are an ideal read at secondary, as a well as upper primary level. The Everest Files has been used 
very successfully in many schools as a Summer Reading Challenge TRANSITION TEXT between years 6 & 7. 
There are special discounts available for the purchase of whole year, whole class and half class book sets. 
 
Always a very popular part of the day, Matt will happily sign books personally for the children, and deliveries can 
be easily arranged through his publisher (contact: lorna@v-publishing.co.uk) 

 
In addition to writing workshops, Matt also offers a number of CROSS-CURRICULAR SESSIONS, including: 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
Matt feeds his extensive travel experiences into physical and human geography workshops. Themes include: 
extreme environments, earthquakes, volcanoes, glaciers and avalanche. Learn how Matt has witnessed climate 
change first hand, and the impact of eco-tourism on Himalayan communities. 
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FILM MAKING/MEDIA STUDIES 
Matt will run sessions with Film Studies groups talking about his experiences working as a professional 

Director/Cameraman for Discovery Channel, National Geographic TV and the BBC and sharing clips. He will give 

lots of practical advice to students on career choices and how to get started. 

 

OUTDOOR PURSUITS 

Matt is often invited to speak to and inspire young people involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, and 

other groups involving sport and physical education. 

 

SPEECH DAYS/AWARD CEREMONIES 

Matt regularly presents the awards at speech days, combined with an illustrated talk about his Everest 

adventures. He runs motivational and team-building workshops at teacher conferences and in staff meetings. 

 

 

RECENT TESTIMONIALS FROM SCHOOLS 
 
 “What a fantastic event! Even our ‘cool’ Third Year pupils were thoroughly engrossed within the first few minutes. 
You could have heard a pin drop (in a hall with 150+ pupils) when Matt played the footage of Hinkes finally 
reaching Everest’s summit. Teachers spontaneously commented that students were still buzzing about the talk 24 
hours later.” Kingston Grammar School, South London 
 
“Matt’s talk to over a hundred Year 8 pupils was engaging, informative and very enjoyable. His personal account 
of climbing Everest provoked much discussion and pupils have been queuing to read his book ‘The Everest Files' 
ever since.” Caterham Secondary School, Surrey 
 
“Matt worked with Years 5, 6, 7 and the children and staff found his presentations to be truly inspirational. I 
highly recommend him!” Teacher-Librarian, Tanglin Trust Junior School, Singapore 
 
“Listening to Matt Dickinson’s story about his journey to reach the summit of Mount Everest was truly 
fascinating.” Karolina Year 9 
 
“Matt was totally unpretentious and a pleasure to work with. He gave a fantastic presentation to all year 7s and 
the children were so engaged that when a member of staff came in to the LRC, she said you could have heard a pin 
drop!” Ormiston Ilkeston Academy, Derbyshire 
 
“We took Matt around each classroom where students were still clamouring to ask questions! They were totally 
focused and the work in progress was extremely impressive.” Marlborough Science Academy, Hertfordshire 
 

 

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? 

£350 for a whole day, £250 for half a day (plus standard UK travel & one night’s accommodation). 

Why not team up with local schools and share the costs? Matt is happy to present to any number of pupils, only 

limited by the size of your venue! 

 

TO FIND OUT MORE, get in touch with Matt direct: dickinson_matt@hotmail.com 

Or contact his publicity officer, Lorna, at Shrine Bell: lorna@v-publishing.co.uk 

 

See Matt’s website: www.mattdickinson.com 

Follow Matt on twitter: @dickinson_matt 


