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1. Teach children to think like a writer

In order to be able to write well, children need to able to make conscious decisions about their writing, learning to appreciate the qualities that make one word, phrase or construction better suited to the context than another. Teachers can help children to learn to do this by modelling the thought process involved in writing. As she writes, a teacher modelling writing to the class might say something like this:

“The boy ran into the shop. Ok, well, ‘ran’ is fine, but ‘charged’ paints a better picture for the reader. Hmmm, now how can I show that he’s run all the way from home? What about if I put in an adverbial clause at the start? How about, ‘Out of breath,’? Hmm, how about something stronger? ‘Red-faced and panting, the boy charged into the shop.’ That’s better, I’ll come back to it later to see how it flows into the next sentence.”

‘Thinking aloud’ like this gives children a model for writerly behaviour that they can then copy. Ultimately, it teaches children to appreciate the merits of different vocabulary choices, organisational features or literary devices, and over time, learn to differentiate and choose between them in their own writing.

2. Teach children about the writing process

For many children, writing is all about the end product. Once their pen dots after the last word in the final sentence, then the piece of writing is finished. An important job for a teacher is to teach children that that isn’t the case. Once the first draft is complete, the real writing work can start. 

The 2014 National Curriculum is a good place to find a framework for the writing process. At whatever stage the child is at as a writer, the process is consistent:

Plan (collecting ideas and mapping out the piece of writing). Children will need to think about the audience for and purpose of the writing and what they need to include in order to meet those demands.

Draft (writing the first draft, following their plan, but deviating from it where they have a better idea). This is the stage where children need to try out new things in their writing, making ambitious vocabulary choices, and trying different literary techniques and different sentence constructions. Some of these won’t work, but that’s what the rest of the process is for.

Evaluate (the stage where there’s time to consider the first draft and see how effective it is as a piece of writing). This could involve children looking at their own work, an element of peer feedback and of course, teacher feedback showing where improvements could be made. This is a great point in the writing process for children to be taught about literary techniques or specific language features such as correct use of punctuation or grammar as they will then have the opportunity to use these in their own writing.

Edit/Redraft (an opportunity for children to make improvements to their first draft in the light of the ‘evaluate’ stage). By the end, they should have a polished piece of writing that represents the very best they are a capable of producing. If they can do this each time they write, they’ll improve immeasurably as writers over the course of a school year.

The aim is that by the end of key stage 2, children are able to carry out these steps independently.

3. A focus on spelling and handwriting gives children fluency

Time spent teaching children to spell correctly and to have neat, regular handwriting is time well spent. If children are proficient in these elements, they can concentrate on thinking about what to write rather than how to write it. Having a near-automatic control of the mechanics of writing gives children greater fluency in their writing. They will also be able to make sense of what they’ve written when they come to evaluate and edit.

4. Inspiration and purpose are important

It sounds obvious, but getting children to write well is so much easier if they’re motivated by the task. Some children love to write and will happily engage with any task, but for many, including the group of reluctant writers that reside in every school, an engaging task can make all the difference. You might think about giving children opportunities to:
· Write for real purposes (writing letters to real people and actually sending them, or keeping a diary for a week).
· Write based on real events (recounts of trips outside of school, or about topics that interest them outside of school).
· Use multimedia resources (watching a short film and then writing the story to it, or blogging about a topic of interest).
· Write about something they’re interested in (writing the script for a lost episode of Dr Who, or a newspaper report about a school football match).
The 2014 National Curriculum means schools have the opportunity to move away from the rigid genre approach of the Primary Strategy, giving children the chance to write for a wide range of different purposes and audiences. What matters is how well children can tailor their writing to these demands.

5. Children should learn to write by emulating great writing

One of the best ways of learning to write is by studying how real authors use words and language to communicate. Giving children the opportunity to analyse high-quality texts, both classic and contemporary, means they can see how language is used for specific effects. A good teacher of writing draws children’s attention to the level of individual words, phrases, punctuation and grammar, as well as the broad themes and ideas in the text. Children are given the opportunity to consider how the author has made conscious choices about the content and style of the text.  

6. Importance of talk in becoming a competent writer

Effective spoken language teaching is the bedrock of writing teaching. Simply put, to be effective writers, children need to be able to switch between the English they speak, whether that is a specific dialect or simply using the short-cuts we all use when talking informally, and the grammatically consistent Standard English used for writing. For children who do not have access to Standard English at home, school is the place where children will learn to speak using the standard form. Without this focused teaching, they will struggle to write effectively. Good teachers of writing encourage children to be bilingual, switching to Standard English in order to write grammatically correct English. 

7. Grammar and punctuation are crucial for communication

A good command of grammar and punctuation gives children control over their written language, enabling them to communicate effectively. The 2014 National Curriculum puts great emphasis on children mastering this knowledge at primary school so they are prepared for the challenges of secondary school, and so should schools.

8. Children become better writers by writing lots (and thinking about their writing)

It seems obvious, but if children are to become effective writers they need plenty of opportunities to produce extended pieces of writing. Children need to write for a variety of audiences and purposes. Extended writing can be occur in many different ways across the timetable:
· Specific time in English lessons
· A timetabled ‘extended writing’ slot each week
· As part of learning in other subjects
· Using ICT resources such as PCs and tablets
· As homework
What is important is that children are writing following the writing process each time they write, with time to evaluate what they’ve written, receive diagnostic feedback, and then make changes to improve it. 

9. Vocabulary development is crucial

Building a good vocabulary plays an important role in becoming a good writer. Until the age of 7, much of children’s vocabulary comes from talk (often from home). After this age, reading is the main way children learn new words. Without focused support, children with poor vocabulary can become trapped in vicious circle: they are unable to read more complicated texts, meaning they are unable to learn new words, meaning they are unable to read more complicated texts. 

Good teachers of writing have an important part to play in helping children to expand their vocabularies by:
· Making sure children read widely
· Giving children a forum to discover the meaning of new words they encounter
· Explicitly teaching children new words (explaining their meaning and giving them opportunities to use them in context)
· Exploring morphology and etymology to encourage children to make connections between new words and words they know already using their knowledge of language
· Helping children to choose the most appropriate words in their writing, encouraging them to be ambitious, and giving feedback where they haven’t got it quite right

10. Feedback is how children improve their writing

Effective feedback, both oral and written, is how children learn to be better writers. Meaningful, formative feedback should be focused on improving children’s work, giving children clear advice on how to improve. Oral feedback might be delivered through simple prompts, suggestions and advice, or through questions to make a child think about his or her writing. Successful written feedback should focus on the learning objective for the piece and be clear and actionable.

The most important aspect of any feedback is that, to make it meaningful, the children have the opportunity to act on and use it to improve their writing. This is why feedback is probably most useful at the draft stage, when the class have an opportunity to edit or redraft their work in the light of assessment.
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