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A Year 3 teacher has planned a shared writing session with her Year 3 class based on the Pixar Shorts film Piper, which tells the story of a sandpiper who overcomes her fear of the waves at the seashore. The teacher watches the film first and jots down some ideas for useful words and phrases just in case they are needed in the session.
The class watch the film through once and are given a chance to talk about it with a partner, summarising what happened and discussing their favourite parts, with a focus on the little details they noticed.
Then the class begin to shared write a version of the story for a book for children. The teacher’s aim in the sessions is to be more than a scribe- she leads the writing, modelling to the children how a writer works as a craftsman, shaping words and phrases in order to communicate a specific idea or create a particular effect.
She begins by asking how they could set the scene, starting with some action. 
Josh: How about ‘the waves lapped onto the shore’?
Teacher: Good, I love ‘lapped’. It tells you exactly what happened. I’m going to change ‘onto’ to ‘against’ as that’s what we’d tend to say. Are there any shiny details we could add here?
Sam: There’s white stuff on the waves. Is it bubbles?
Teacher: Great, let’s describe the bubbles. ‘The waves lapped against the shore, bubbles floating on top’. Can anyone help me improve on that?
Aoife: The bubbles are like the froth on hot chocolate. 
Hanna: Yeah, we could say ‘The waves lapped against the shore making bubbles like hot chocolate froth.’
Teacher: Great. And let’s swap the word order a little and use that idea as a metaphor to make it sound a little more poetic. How about: ‘The waves lapped against the shore leaving hot chocolate froth behind them.’ How’s that for an opening line? We can come back to it later to see how it flows into the next sentence Now what comes next…
As the session continues, the teacher goes back to make changes in the light of later ideas. In this case, ‘lapped’ is changed later as the group decide it makes the waves sound too gentle and they want to share the idea that they are strong enough for the baby piper to be afraid of.



