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	Method

	
Statistical meta-analysis of 20 experiments examining incidental (as opposed to intentional) word learning while reading.
Defined ‘incidental word-learning’. More than meaning derivation when reading – involves derivation of word meaning but also the retention of word meanings in memory. Vocabulary expansion involves both derivation and memorization. Studies were included which met these criteria:
· Incidental word learning in mother tongue
· No attention drawn to vocabulary
· Stated purpose for reading must not refer to vocabulary learning
· Subjects must encounter the word in only one text
· Enough statistical information must be included to allow calculation of probability of learning a new word.

Multiple databases searched – using keywords: vocabulary development, word recognition and word study skills, incidental learning, context and reading. Search was completed by following up on references.
Sample of 20 includes 2130 subjects altogether.


	


	Results:
Confirmed that incidental word learning does take place when reading. Gains were found for all grades, but the higher the grade of the students, the more words they learned. The higher their reading ability the more words they learned. Students learn more words when the ratio of text to target words is higher. Pre-test sensitisation affected rates of word learning. Average probability of learning new words from context is about 15%. (about 15 words for every 100 unknown words they encounter.)


	Options or questions in relation to some of these key issues and debates.


	Questions: How long are the words retained? Is the volume of natural reading required to increase vocabulary important?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructional implications: Incidental word learning is a process involving derivation of meaning of unknown word from context and storing the meaning in memory. Studies show that students can learn to become skilled at deriving word meanings (Fukkink and DeGlopper, 1998; Kuhn and Stahl, 1998). Practice in this skill would be expected to transfer to incidental word learning ability. Some students will have more trouble remembering words than others. Students with a low vocabulary may be at a disadvantage because they may encounter too many unknown words when they read which may inhibit their ability to derive meaning from context. High density of unknown words may inhibit incidental word learning for any reader. Matching text to reader may be key – in order to ensure that the density of unknown words in the material they offer does not inhibit meaning derivation, teachers should match books carefully to individual readers (instructional level – 95%?) Natural reading does have the potential to contribute to vocabulary growth but the volume of reading may be significant. 
(Conclusion: Dr. Zeuss was right.)
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