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	FS
	Communication and Language: Understanding
	Communication and Language: Speaking
	Communication and Language: Listening and attention
	Literacy: Reading
	Expressive Arts & Design: Being Imaginative

	
	Early Learning Goal 
Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.
	Early Learning Goal 
Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events.
	Early Learning Goal 
Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity.
	Early Learning Goal 
Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read.
	Early Learning Goal 
Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories.

	
	Set up shared experiences that children can reflect upon, e.g. visits, cooking, or stories that can be re-enacted.
Help children to predict and order events coherently, by providing props and materials that encourage children to re-enact, using talk and action. 
Introduce, alongside books, story props, such as pictures, puppets and objects, to encourage children to retell stories and to think about how the characters feel.
Set up displays that remind children of what they have experienced, using objects, artefacts, photographs and books.
Provide for, initiate and join in imaginative play and role-play, encouraging children to talk about what is happening and to act out the scenarios in character.
	Display pictures and photographs showing familiar events, objects and activities and talk about them with the children. 
Provide activities which help children to learn to distinguish differences in sounds, word patterns and rhythms. 
Plan to encourage correct use of language by telling repetitive stories, and playing games which involve repetition of words or phrases. 
Help children to build their vocabulary by extending the range of their experiences. 
Foster children’s enjoyment of spoken and written language by providing interesting and stimulating play opportunities.
Provide opportunities for children to participate in meaningful speaking and listening activities. For example, children can take models that they have made to show children in another group or class and explain how they were made.
	When making up alliterative jingles, draw attention to the similarities in sounds at the beginning of words and emphasise the initial sound, e.g. “mmmmummy”, “shshshshadow”, “K-K-K-KKaty”. 
Plan activities listening carefully to different speech sounds, e.g. a sound chain copying the voice sound around the circle, or identifying other children’s voices on tape. 
Make up alternative endings and encourage children to supply the last word of the second line, e.g. ‘Hickory Dickory boot, The mouse ran down the... 
Set up a listening area where children can enjoy rhymes and stories. 
Choose stories with repeated refrains, dances and action songs involving looking and pointing, and songs that require replies and turn-taking such as ‘Tommy Thumb’. 
Plan regular short periods when individuals listen to others, such as singing a short song, sharing an experience or describing something they have seen or done. 
	Create an attractive book area where children and adults can enjoy books together.
Find opportunities to tell and read stories to children, using puppets, soft toys, or real objects as props
Provide stories, pictures and puppets which allow children to experience and talk about how characters feel.
Provide some simple poetry, song, fiction and non-fiction books. 
Provide fact and fiction books in all areas.
Provide books containing photographs of the children that can be read by adults and that children can begin to ‘read’ by themselves.
Add child-made books and adult-scribed stories to the book area and use these for sharing stories with others.
Create an environment rich in print where children can learn about words, e.g. using names, signs, posters.
Introduce children to books and other materials that provide information or instructions. 
Carry out activities using instructions. 
Encourage children to add to their first-hand experience of the world through the use of books.
Help children to identify the main events in a story and to enact stories.
 Provide story boards and props which support children to talk about a story’s characters and sequence of events. 
When children are ready provide regular systematic synthetic phonics sessions.  Demonstrate using phonics as the prime approach to decode words while children can see the text. 
Provide varied texts and encourage children to use all their skills including their phonic knowledge to decode words. 
Provide some simple texts which children can decode to give them confidence and to practise their developing skills

	Tell stories based on children’s experiences and the people and places they know well.
Offer a story stimulus by suggesting an imaginary event or set of circumstances, e.g., “This bear has arrived in the post. He has a letter pinned to his jacket. It says ‘Please look after this bear.’ We should look after him in our room. How can we do that?.”
Extend children’s experience and expand their imagination through the provision of pictures, paintings, poems, music, dance and story.
 Provide a stimulus for imagination by introducing atmospheric features in the role play area, such as the sounds of rain beating on a roof, or placing a spotlight to suggest a stage set. Provide curtains and place dressing-up materials and instruments close by.
Make materials accessible so that children are able to imagine and develop their projects and ideas while they are still fresh in their minds and important to them.
 Provide children with opportunities to use their skills and explore concepts and ideas through their representations.
Provide opportunities indoors and outdoors and support the different interests of children, e.g.in role play of a builder’s yard, encourage narratives to do with building and mending.

	
	Talk to children about what they have been doing and help them to reflect upon and explain events.
When introducing a new activity, use mime and gesture to support language development. 
Ask children to think in advance about how they will accomplish a task. Talk through and sequence the stages together. 
Use stories from books to focus children’s attention on predictions and explanations, e.g. “Why did the boat tip over?” 
Help children to identify patterns, e.g. what generally happens to ‘good’ and ‘wicked’ characters at the end of stories draw conclusions: ‘The sky has gone dark. It must be going to rain’ 
Explain effect: ‘It sank because it was too heavy’ 
Predict: ‘It might not grow in there if it is too dark’ 
Speculate: ‘What if the bridge falls down?’
	Add words to what children say, e.g. child says ‘Brush dolly hair’, you say ‘Yes, Lucy is brushing dolly’s hair.’ 
Talk with children to make links between their body language and words, e.g. “Your face does look cross. Has something upset you?”
Show interest in the words children use to communicate and describe their experiences. 
Help children expand on what they say, introducing and reinforcing the use of more complex sentences.
Encourage children to predict possible endings to stories and events. 
Encourage children to experiment with words and sounds, e.g. in nonsense rhymes.
Encourage children to develop narratives in their play, using words such as: first, last, next, before, after, all, most, some, each, every. 
Encourage language play, e.g. through stories such as ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and action songs that require intonation. 
	Share rhymes, books and stories from many cultures, sometimes using languages other than English, particularly where children are learning English as an additional language. Children then all hear a range of languages and recognise the skill needed to speak more than one. 
 Introduce ‘rhyme time’ bags containing books to take home and involve parents in rhymes and singing games. 
Play games which involve listening for a signal, such as ‘Simon Says’, and use ‘ready, steady…go!’ 
Use opportunities to stop and listen carefully for environmental sounds, and talk about sounds you can hear such as long, short, high, low. 
	Encourage children to use the stories they hear in their play. 
Read stories that children already know, pausing at intervals to encourage them to ‘read’ the next word
Focus on meaningful print such as a child’s name, words on a cereal packet or a book title, in order to discuss similarities and differences between symbols. 
Help children to understand what a word is by using names and labels and by pointing out words in the environment and in books.
Provide dual language books and read them with all children, to raise awareness of different scripts. 
Try to match dual language books to languages spoken by families in the setting. 
Discuss with children the characters in books being read. 
Encourage them to predict outcomes, to think of alternative endings and to compare plots and the feelings of characters with their own experiences.
Include home language and bilingual story sessions by involving qualified bilingual adults, as well as enlisting the help of parents.
Discuss and model ways of finding out information from non-fiction texts. 
Provide story sacks and boxes and make them with the children.
Encourage children to recall words they see frequently. Model oral blending of sounds to make words in everyday contexts.
Play games like word letter bingo to develop children’s phoneme-grapheme correspondence. 
Model to children how simple words can be segmented into sounds and blended together to make words. 
 Support and scaffold individual children’s reading as opportunities arise.
	Support children’s excursions into imaginary worlds by encouraging inventiveness, offering support and advice on occasions and ensuring that they have experiences that stimulate their interest.
Help children to gain confidence in their own way of representing ideas.
Be aware of the link between imaginative play and children’s ability to handle narrative.
Create imaginary words to describe, for example, monsters or other strong characters in stories and poems.
Carefully support children who are less confident.
Help children communicate through their bodies by encouraging expressive movement linked to their imaginative ideas.
 Introduce descriptive language to support children, for example, ‘rustle’ and ‘shuffle’.




